Senator apologizes, urges inquiry into 
woman’s kissing, groping claim. — National, 4A 


Cromer Peoples second woman to lead 
an SEC athletic department. — Sports, 1C 
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In the news 


E Franki Burns, 8, found 
a wallet containing $1,700 
as he got ready for a Gaelic 
football game in the Bronx, 
NY, and after taking it to his 
father, they were able to find 
the owner, a mugging victim 
who had dropped it after be- 
ing treated at a hospital. 


E Jessica Cross, 27, of 
Springdale, Md., surren- 
dered to face burglary and 
theft charges after police 
distributed video of a wom- 
an worming in through an 
unlocked drive-thru win- 
dow at a McDonald’s, help- 
ing herself to a soft drink 
and making off with a box 
containing cash, food and 
Happy Meal toys. 


E Trina Hepker, a spe- 
cial-education teacher in 
Muscatine, Iowa, said that 
since students who become 
upset don’t always tell her 
everything, she has them 
read to a therapy pig named 
Frankie to calm them and 
focus on learning. 


E Karen Fonseca, 46, 
who has on her pickup a 
rear-window decal with a 
profane message to Pres- 
ident Donald Trump and 
his supporters, said she 
has been repeatedly pulled 
over by Houston area law 
officers, and although she 
hasn't been ticketed, a coun- 
ty sheriff has warned that 
the decal puts her at risk of 
a disorderly-conduct charge. 


E Jason Englen, 34, of 
Chelsea, Mass., dubbed the 
“spelling bee bandit” be- 
cause the notes he passed 
to tellers during robberies 
at Boston area banks spelled 
“robbery” with one “b,” 
pleaded guilty to four bank 
robberies. 


E Yutaka Yanagisawa, 
whose Tokyo restaurant 
made the Angus beef 
cheeseburger that Japanese 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
served President Donald 
Trump during his visit, said 
the $12 burger served with 
coleslaw and fries is still 
drawing large crowds. 


E Eric Preissman, a Cal- 
ifornia Highway Patrol 
officer, said a 54-year-old 
woman who led officers on 
vehicle chases on freeways 
and streets in and around 
Los Angeles on back-to- 
back days was caught when 
she became stuck in traffic 
during the second pursuit. 


E Travis Green, 29, of 
Cheektowaga, NY., became 
angry after requesting a job 
application and left a Dol- 
lar General Store, then re- 
turned with a pump-action, 
AR-15-style rifle and fired 
more than 20 rounds into 
the building, wounding one 
man, police said. 


E Simon Richards, chief 
executive of a British liber- 
tarian group, called it “sick” 
and “anti-Christian” after a 
bakery chain apologized for 
creating a Nativity scene in 
which baby Jesus was re- 
placed with a sausage roll 
to promote its $32 Advent 
calendar. 
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House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Kevin Brady (center) is congratulated Thursday by fellow 
GOP House members, including Speaker Paul Ryan (left), after passage of the House tax overhaul plan. 


Tax overhaul 
clears House 
on GOP votes 


Democrats all nos; panel 
in Senate OKs its version 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 


WASHINGTON — House 
Republicans on Thurs- 
day passed legislation that 
would overhaul the U.S. tax 
code, a crucial step forward 
in the GOP’s effort to enact 
the centerpiece of President 
Donald Trump’s economic 
agenda. 

The bill passed most- 
ly along party lines, with 
227 votes in favor and 205 
against. Thirteen Republi- 
cans voted against the bill. 
No Democrats voted for it. 

Late Thursday, the Senate 
bill was approved by the Fi- 
nance Committee and sent to 


the full Senate on a party-line 
14-12 vote. 

Trump and Republican 
leaders in Congress aim to 
pass legislation by year’s end 
that would simplify the code 
and deliver $1.5 trillion in tax 
cuts over a decade. Both the 
House and Senate bills de- 
liver the majority of the cuts 
to corporations and wealthy 
Americans, but there are sig- 
nificant differences between 
the bills that will have to be 
resolved. 

Passing the bill is a key 
victory for House leaders, 
including Speaker Paul Ryan, 
R-Wis., who have long assert- 
ed that cutting taxes on the 

See TAXES, Page 7A 


Guns bill seeks 
better database 


US. agencies not updating 
FBI files would be penalized 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 


WASHINGTON — A bi- 
partisan group of senators 
has joined forces on legis- 
lation to strengthen the FBI 
database of prohibited gun 
buyers after the Air Force 
failed to report the criminal 
history of the gunman who 
killed more than two dozen 
people at a Texas church. 

Congress has taken no 
steps on guns in the weeks 


after deadly shootings in 
Las Vegas and Sutherland 
Springs, Texas. The bill, 
which has the backing of the 
Senate’s No. 2 Republican, 
John Cornyn of Texas, would 
ensure that federal agencies, 
such as the Defense Depart- 
ment, and states accurately 
report relevant criminal in- 
formation to the FBI. 

The Air Force has ac- 
knowledged that the Texas 
shooter, Devin Kelley, should 

See GUNS, Page 7A 
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Deadly attack in Kabul 
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An Afghan security force member looks over the scene Thurs- 
day in Kabul after a suicide bomber attacked a political gath- 
ering, killing 14 people and wounding another 18. The Islamic 
State militant group claimed credit. 
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Wal-Mart 


Stores Inc. 


Third quarter 
[| 2017 [ij 2018 
Revenue 
$118.2 billion 
$123.2 billion 
Earnings per share 


$0.98 
$0.58 


Net income 
$3.0 billion 
$1.7 billion 


NOTE: Wal-Mart's fiscal year ends Jan. 31 
and therefore does not match the calendar 
year. 
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Wal-Mart stock up nearly 11% 


Profit down 42%, but jump in 3Q sales tops expectations 


ROBBIE NEISWANGER 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Wal-Mart Stores Inc. post- 
ed its strongest U.S. sales 
increase in more than eight 
years during the third quar- 
ter of the fiscal year, which 
pushed shares of company 
stock to another record close 
Thursday. 

A 2.7 percent increase in 
sales at stores open at least 
one year — or same-store 
sales — highlighted a quar- 
ter in which net income was 
down 42 percent as the retail- 
er continues to lower prices 
to compete with online retail- 
ers and discounters and in- 
vest in digital initiatives. But 


WAL-MART REPORT helps U.S. 
stock markets snap two-day 
slump. Page 2D. 


revenue and profits adjusted 
to exclude certain nonrecur- 
ring items still topped ana- 
lyst expectations as Wal-Mart 
continues to attract shoppers 
and increase sales in a com- 
petitive retail environment. 
The Bentonville company 
reported net income of $1.7 
billion, or 58 cents per share, 
compared with $3 billion, or 
98 cents per share, during the 
same three-month period a 
year ago. Revenue for the 
quarter increased 4.2 percent 


to $123.2 billion. Both reve- 
nue and adjusted earnings 
per share of $1 topped analyst 
expectations of $121 billion 
and 97 cents, respectively. 

As a result, Wal-Mart’s 
stock moved to another re- 
cord high with shares rising 
$9.79, or almost 11 percent, 
to close Thursday at $99.62. 
Shares of Wal-Mart stock 
have climbed more than 40 
percent this year. 

“We have momentum 
and it’s good to see custom- 
ers responding to our store 
and e-commerce initiatives,” 
Chief Executive Officer Doug 
McMillon said in a prepared 

See WAL-MART, Page 3A 


Clintons’ 
charities 
saw drop 
in giving 
Donations sag 


in recent years 


FRANK E. LOCKWOOD 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Under attack by Donald 
Trump and his Republican 
allies, the Bill, Hillary and 
Chelsea Clinton Founda- 
tion saw its donations drop 
sharply in 2015 and 2016, the 
nonprofit charity’s financial 
records show. 

The organization report- 
ed contributions and grants 
of $62.9 million last year, 
down from $108.9 million in 
2015 and barely one-third of 
the $172.6 million collected 
in 2014. 

The Boston-based Clin- 
ton Health Access Initia- 
tive, a 2010 spinoff from the 
foundation, reported less 
dramatic declines. That or- 
ganization, which provides 
medical aid around the 
globe, received public sup- 
port totaling $142.7 million 
last year, down from $170.7 
million in 2015 but up slight- 
ly from the $141.5 million it 
received in 2014. 

The financial figures are 
included in the two groups’ 
990 forms, which were filed 
with the Internal Revenue 
Service on Wednesday eve- 
ning. 

The foundation, with of- 

See CLINTONS, Page 3A 


Toppled-Ten suspect 
sent to State Hospital 


JOHN LYNCH 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

The Van Buren man ac- 
cused of smashing Arkansas’ 
brand-new Ten Command- 
ments monument and post- 
ing the video on the Internet 
was indefinitely committed 
to the State Hospital on 
Thursday after a diagnosis 
by state doctors that he is 
unfit to stand trial at least 
for now. 

The preliminary finding 
for Michael Tate Reed II was 
not a surprise to prosecutors 
or defense attorneys. 

Reed, 32, spent time in an 
Oklahoma mental hospital 
when he similarly demol- 
ished a Ten Commandments 
memorial at the Oklahoma 


Capitol in October 2014. 

Prosecutors there re- 
quired Reed to undergo 
mental-health treatment 
instead of facing criminal 
charges. 

Reed’s family members 
say he’s mentally ill and that 
he had let his medication 
lapse when he drove his car 
into the newly erected Ar- 
kansas monument in June, 
less than a day after the 
6-foot, 3-ton monolith had 
been ceremonially unveiled. 

A Capitol Police officer 
saw the car ram the monu- 
ment and immediately ar- 
rested Reed, who has been 
charged with criminal mis- 
chief, a Class C felony that 

See MONUMENT, Page 5A 
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Michael Tate Reed hugs a family member Thursday in the Pulaski County Courthouse after being de- 
clared mentally unfit to stand trial in the destruction of Arkansas’ Ten Commandments monument. 


